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THE APPOINTMENTS.

Inauguration of Ch»rl«i Godfrey Gun-
Uk( ate Mayor of tk« City of New
f«rk.
At preeieely twelve o'clock yesterday Charles Godfrey

Guntber wm duly inaugurated Mayor or the city of New
fork. 80 largo a gathering on a similar occasion In and
Mont the City Ball woe never seen before. Among tbe
Maker were politicians of all parties, but more
^Specially the friends of Ibe retiring Mayor and tne
Mayor elect.
Mayer Opdyke, up to eleven o'clock, was busily en-

rdd in signing documents and closing up tbe business
bis official position. About twenty minutes before

.gelre o'clock Mr. Unnther walked into tbe office,
nkaoccmpenled, and wae immediately aelsed by
4h* .band by bte numerous friends wbo were waiting
MM arrival. Witb hie usual apparent indifference be took
elf bib overcoat, and throwing.lt upon one of tbe desks,

tbe Assistant Marshal, Mr. Hincbman, to wbom be
_ tsome private Instructions. Mayor Opdyke, bearing
af his arrival, immediately gave htm a beany welcome.
When both retired to tbe private office.
Ut twelve o'clock tbe nsual formality was proceeded

vrttb and Mr. Guntber duly inaugurated Mayor. UponMr. Opdyke retiring bo was met by a committee ap¬
pointed by his friends, Rufus C. Andrews, Surveyor of
tbe Port, acting as chairman. They escorted him out of
tbe effioo sad Into the room of the Keeper of the CityHell.Mr. Rooms. As be retired they gave htm three
hearty cheers, which was folicwed by e like complimentto tbe new Mayor.
, Mayer Guntber immediately entered upon the duties of
¦le effloe, soaking the following appointments in bis

irate Secretary.J. a AuM, tu place of William B.IS
Chief Clerk.J. Harford fiknllb. -

PMkt Harahsl George W. Morton.
- - - - w. Hincbmau.

pears. CHy inspector, sadW well known in the communi¬
ty. Mr. Btswmaa, Aaelstant Marshal, baa beea re¬
tained, barlag held tbe poslties far tbe past twenty-two
ykkrs. His servtoee ere indispensable. No other ap¬
pointments will be made for the preseat.

Besrd of AMsrsua.
ORGANISATION OP TU BOARD OP iUHIHIK FOR
1664.AFFODiriUNT OP ALPRBMOM JOBN T. HHNRT
Af PUflfBMT.BIB INAUGURAL ABDRB88.MR.
RAPID T. VALENTIN! REAPPOINTED CI.KttI.THE
INAUGURAL ME8SAOR OP MATOR OUMTHBB.BIB
Uma ON TU DRAT* OP AROBBISBOP BUGBEE.
At RSoa yeatsrday tbe Board of Aldermen (or 1AM was

AMstmsa CbkP wae called to the obair pro tempore.
AMerman OmwsiL moved that John T. Henry be elect

ggPresident of tbe Board for tbe ensuing year by acole-
Carried.

MeCool and McKnigbt were appointed to con-
tbe President to tbe cbair, whereupon President
delivered bis Inaugural addrem, which will be

elsewhere.
Aldermen Long moved that David T. Valentine. Keq ,

be reappointed Clerk of this Board bp scelam Atoa.
Carried.
Alderman McKnigbt aaoved that Terence P. Smith be

reappointed Sergeant-at Arms. Carried unanimously.
Or motion or Aldermaa Paz, William Walsh, of the

Pint ward, wae appointed Assistant Pergeant-at Arms
Tb# Depaty Clerk and assistants ere appointed by Mr.

Valentine, end as tbey are all efficient, and have been
years In etfoe, it Is not likely that any changes will be

"jfoommittoe from tbe Councilreen entered tbe chamber
sadaanonnoed that their Board had organized and were

ready to receive any communication from tbe Aldermen
A committee of tbls Board was appointed to wait upon

the Mayor And Inform blm of tbeir organization on
their return Alderman Foz (tbe Chairman) Informed the
Board that tbey had performed tbelr duty, and were
Oourteoualy received by tbe Mayor, who said that bis
message would bo ready In bair an hour.
Tbe Board then took a recess on reassembling tbe

fallowing Inaugural message of Mayor Guntber was re-

calved, reed and ordered to be printed, and live thousand
IS addition In pamphlet form .

THE MAYOR'S MESSAGE.
Mayor'sOmci, New York, Jan. 4,1864.

To ns £o!(9Rabl8 tbi Common.Cocrcil or ths City or

Hsw Tore:. .
Gammon.In entering on tbe dHchar^e of ray duties

as Mayor 1 am obliged, In accordance with an established
rale, to communicate to you and through you to the

^uCTc ItyViews respfctlog the municipal affhirsof tbe

city, in doing so I must explajq the embarrass meats
which aurWuSd me in the [>erroimauco ot these duties,
sad at the same time exhibit in ss few words as possible
an outline ofthe functions and objects of tbe various de
partm6nta. Held responsible In an eminent degree lor
the good government and economical administration of
tbe city, I And no adequate means under my control to
eho k the grosamt tr regularities or aecure an adequate
protection to health, comfort and pro|>erty.

I have procured information from tbo records of tbe
city offices, from which 1 have gleaned what m«y afford a
brief summary 01 the operations of the municipal authori¬
ties during tbe past year, tbe Improvements lately com
plated or la prosecution, and tbe ezpensoe involved in
oarrylog on tbe vait intricate machinery of city govern,
mtik 1 deem it also obligatory under tbe charter "to

mmood such measures" as may la my judgment
conduce to tbe great objects of universal,beneQt in a
A city.

It M, however, e matter of deep regret that tbe system
ef local government is lacking in that simplicity which Is
to necessary to economy and efficiency. The tub-dlvtston
ef functions end the severance of tbe tie or responsibility
among the parte have naturally led to extravagance and
the multiplication of office*. Bodies, independent of
oontro, In ,tbotr power to draw and expend money from
tbe city treasury, will seldom hesitate to exercise the
Bam* without regard to tbe maxim* or frugality, and will
usually provide lor tbeir personal and political frienda to
tbe utmost extent of public forbearance
The expenditures of tbe city excood, in proportion to

the population, those of any other municipality In tba
world, sod tbey are, and have been for years, tbe nonroe
ef continual and well grounded complaint. The ratio of
lacrosse is certainly greater beyond what might bavn
been reasonably expected from tbe growth of tbe city in
wealth and population. Tbo following table will show
tbe relative advance for a number of years peal .

Papula'ion
«<voraimg fo Value Real ard Per-

ennitonal Kitati Tat letted.
. 1940.... 213,862 «2»3,:33,etb .1,364,836 73
1660.... 616AM 2*6,001,810 8ABO ,086 03
1600.... 814,264 677,630,956 9,768.607 60
1863 1,000,000 601,100.813 11AW .673 18
The permanent city debt, payable from tbe sinkingfund, consisted of U>* foliowing Items on tba 81st of De¬

cember, 1863:.
Water stock of 1863, onUtand log 14,871
Water stuck of I860, outstanding 20,363
Croton water stock, payable 1890 1,000,000
Croton water stock, payable 1880 3,147,000
Croton water stock, payable 18T0 8,000.000
Croton water stock of 1840, payable 1873 266,000Qrotoo water slock, parable 1879 238 000Croton water stock of 1864, payable 1876 33,000Orotoa water stack of 1864, payable 1874 1,878 000Osotoa water stock, payable 1*83 1,300,000Flee Indemnity, payable 1848. 403,768BeUdlag lean No. 8, payable 1670 76,000BulldlDK loan No. 4, payable 1878 116,000Central Park fund stock, payable 1817 8,006.073Csnteal Park fund stock, payable 1800 278,000Central Park fund stock, payable 1808 woo,300Central Perk Improvement, payable 1887 2,083.300«tral Park Improvement, payable 1870 ,.... 1AM,000tral Park Improvement, additional, paya¬

ble 1874 1,000,000Pool estate bonds, payable 1808 600,000
Total amount. |90,346,372

Amount Deermlwr 81,1682 18.818,372
Increase doting the y«Ar 1603 ft,628,000

ef l>«ftiMn DwilUt »1,1«V .... 1JMMM
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MH »° ^^Maae during the yenr IMS of... $1,448,900Making the Vote! actual debt of ibe city eo De-
Mrttt fil, IMS. H«,9»,441Tbe vjomI of bonds payable from Treat
f«Mt December 31,1683, was. 9.000,880Tills is secured Is the city, and will bo collected from

UM property bepeflted by the improvements eo account
of -wbicb tne bonds were issued.

Tbe InteMst on the permanent city debits paid nreea
Me "sinking fund for tbe payment of Interest," to whick
Is devoted tbe Croteo water rents, rente of wharves and
piers, ferry recta, and the fees and Onoa received by tbe
eily courts, fcc. Tbe rapid incraaawef the prloeipai source
of this fund, tbe Crotoa water reals, eauaed a terse sur-
'plun, of which $2,679,634 was by an set of the Csslala.
tare authorized to be passed "to the sinking fund for the
redemption of Ms ally debt," and by a subsequent act
future surplus funds beyond what is required for the pay¬
ment if interest are passed to tbe ceaeral fund, thus di¬
minishing tbe amount to be raised by taxation. Tbe
nbitf ordinary sources of tbe food for the redemption of
tbe debts are tbe interest en tbe capital to tbe shape of
stecUs, sad bonds and mertcapan in tbe bands of the
Commissioners, license fees. market renin and fees,
Heensea for vaults and tbe prsresds of tbe sake of real
aetata belonging to tbe Oorpwretbm. Tbe operaHon of
both Ibeqp funds ia very ealiefacterp, aad Uw capital ¦
largely in advance or the estimates made at the time of
tbe adoption of tbe ordinances, by which they wore re¬
spectively created in 1812 and 1844. No public stocks
have a mere solid basis than those of the city of New
York, aad the security of its credit aflbrds a just ground
for congratulation. Too value of tbe real estate held by
tbe city, aad pledged for the payment of its debt, includ¬
ing tbe parks, school bouses, markets, station-houses and
the aqueduct and reservoirs, may be estimated at over
forty millions of dollars.

.In ocoaaqosnce of tbe inadequate revenue derived from
n portion of this property, when compared with its actual
value, it has been suggested to sell tbe markets, ferries
and wharves, piers and slips, and thus diminish tbe
amount of interest and the sum to be raised by taxation
by paying off a large ebare of tbe city debt. To this I
cannot accede, For if these valuable privileges were
under tbe control or private individuals or companies
tbey would, undoubtedly, through such means, levy au'indirect tax on tbe community at large greatly exceedingwhat would be saved by diminished taxation, and which
would fall most oppressively on tbe poor. If commerce
be onoouraged bv cheap wharfage, or tbe cost »f livinglightened by cboap rentals, pay by butchers and dealers
in neoeesary articles of general consumption for tbeir ac¬
commodation in the public markets, tt may be reasonablyconcluded that tbe interests ot tbe citizens do not require
tbo proposed change, l'bat the Income derived from this
portion of the city property ia disproportionately amali,
shows defects in the present mode of management, but
does by no moans demonstrate tbe expediency of giving
into private bands tbe ownership and control over tbia
valuable though perhni>s much mismausged public pro-
perty.

During tbe last two years tbe debt payable from tax¬
ation has been increased both as to tbe cltv and county,
by the issue of stock to raise money for tbe equipment of
troops, for tbe payment ef bounties to volunteers and
substitutes, and to provide aid for tbeir families. Such
sums as were advanced, or ore properly chargeable to
tbe general government, as lor i'uetance the million ex¬
pended under the direction of the "Union Defence Com-
m Ittoe," should be reimbursed to tbo city, and another
portion appears equitably due from the state: and I
would reoommend that suitable memorials should be pre¬
sented to Congress. a« well as to tbe State Legislature, to
secure a return to the city of tbeae advances
A conslderale amount of arrears or porsenal taxes now

8taadaontbe books of the city, and some means should
be adopted to collect these debts. It may be found ne¬
cessary to call for legislative action to empower tbe
Counsel to the Corporation or some other city offloer to
proceed against these delinquent debtors, by causingthem to appear and aaawer as to their pecuniary menus,
as la proceedings supplemental to execution, or in some
otber mode to procure a Dual disposition of those claims
which, at tbo end of 1802, amounted to $1.001,366 3.1.
Tbe practice of raiting means lor defraying tbe ex¬

penses of the current year by tbe issue of revenue bonds
in advance of tbe collection or the annual taxes Dot ODlylovolvdsa low of interest, but also bay a tendency to de¬
preciate the credit of tbe city and its securities. The
assessment or property should be made as early as tbe
let or March, and tbns obviate tbe necemity for a resort
to tbli expedient, which has In some years cost the city
over two hundred tboueaud dollars lu tbe shape of Inte
rest

1la connection with matters of finance I deem it proper
to call the attention of tbe Common Council to tbe feci
that for several years past a very small rmount has been
obtained from licensee under tbe Fxciee law. Tbia I be I
lleve to be owing iu a great degree to the law of the State
being very defective and impracticable, and if it were
properly amended it would add to tbe revenue of tbe city
more than one hundred tbonsaDd dollars annually, while
it would regulate Id a more effective m'inner a trade which
the law and constitution recognize aa subject to a reasona¬
ble tax. 1 recommend I bat a suitable law be drawu up and
presented to tbe Legislature which wilt embrace sucn
amendments to tbe present act as will meet lu a proper
manner tbe demand of tbe trade, whi'e it will insure ia
tbe city a large income and secure conformity to tbe
police regulations demanded by good order.
Tbe Street Department, with lis various bureaux, pos

p«ea«a tbe supervision over branches Involving a large
portion of tbo ordinary expeoaea of ibe city goverumeoi.
The Mayor cannot be held responsible iu tbe slightest de¬
gree for tbe extent of these, although it Is to bun gene
rally that the poople look. All lhat be can do is merely
to enumerate the gross sums expended aud reiterate tbe
hope so oftcu expressed for a diminution.
Tbe Bureau of lamps aud Gas. having charge of light¬

ing tbe streets and public places, demands an annual
outlay for Its support ol about a half a million of dol-
Iare.
Tbe regulating, grading, setting curb and gutters and

flagging tbe sidewalks be oog to another bureau in tbia
department. These are mostly local improvements, and
the obarga falls on the property benefited, while ibe as-
sessmeuis therefor are collected through anotber bureau,
under ibe control of tbo Collector of Assessments.

It will be seen that with reference to the streets, the
boundary betweeu the jurisdictions of tbe two municipal
departments having charge of tbe same, is the line be¬
tween the pavements and gutter stones. The Croton
Aqueduct Department being entrusted with the super¬
vision of the arteries lor distributing the aupply of water
as well as the sewerage of the city, tbe charter of 183.
vested in it the charge of the pavements which cover*
them It is obvious that ir the municipal organization
were In process of formation economy would dictate
a consolidation. In case of obstructions frequently
blame Is laid upon one department when another

Ji answerable lor the fault, and tbe jurisdiction
oder £5 rilSSoSi mif^ .«. lb« S,r#et CylB®'S-

sioner or the Croton Aqueduct Boara.
Tbe wbarvw, piere an J Blips are nuder the control or a

bureau of tbe Street Department, except eofer aa the
supervision of the same ia entrusted to tbe Pilot Com
missioners. The condition and character of tbeae struc¬
tures are not in keeping, to say the least, with the com¬
mercial rank aud destiny of tbe city. The present plan
compels tbe cominual outlav of large sums for dredging
out tbe slips that are rapidly fi led by tbe material
watbed in from the atresia and sewere. while the decay

ssm
possess stone piers or extent ire basins constructed In tbe
most solid manner that engineering skill etude viae, while
New York, second to none in importance, retains tbe
old limber frames filled in with rubbish aud loose stones.
a constant source or expense, deteriorating the harbor
and affording lurking places for countless rats that infest
t be shipping and injure tbe cargoes t would recommend
tbe adoption of A policy gradually to replace tbe present
by stone piers. Solid stone walls laid In hydraulic ce¬
ment might be built encasing tbe timber frames, mcreas-
tog somewhat tbe breadth of tbe piers, and Allowing a
platform to be built outside and above tbe level of tbe
roadway for carts. Thus to the course or a few year* a I
complete reo.ration might be nflected, greatly to tbe ad¬
vantage of tbe city In appearauce, and In tbe mora posi¬
tive benefits of sanitary improvement, tbe accommoda¬
tion of commerce and the saving of repAlra. Tbe honor
of tbe city demand* that this reconstruction of tbe piers.honld not l>e deferred, and I am convinced that the
expense will be a« cheerluliy borne as that for any
otber of tbe prominent improvements heretofore
incurred. Whatever concerns the interests of com¬
merce is e-aeuiia) to tbe prosperity and growth of Sew
Ytfrk. Tbe receipts et present rrom tbe wharves barely
covers tbe cost of repairs and dredging; whereas the in
come uuder en improved system would unquestionably
dbfray tbe interest of tbe fund wbicb mtgbt be created
to erect thoee of so substantial a character as to dispense
in a great measure wito such repairs.
The purchase and care of tba apparatus required for

the MM Department are eutruated to the Chief Knglueer,
ae bead of a bureau under tbe Sirest Commissioner and
tbe appropriations for these purposes are about ooe hun¬
dred ead forty thousand dollars per aanutn.on amount
tbat,ooaaldering tbe vital importance or them in the pro
tecflon of property, can at present hardly be regarded as
excessive. Tbe introduction within a few years of (team
Are engines, though it baa added somewhat to the cost of
apparatus aud tbe expeose of keeping tbem In order .should
scarcely be considered in tbe 11* ht of a burden wbeu tbe
service rendered la eo beneficial.
Tbe construction and repair* of buildings required for

tbe use or the city government, and the furulebiag of
stationery, printing and otber needful supplies for its of¬
fices, also belong to the bureau of tbte department. Its
extent will be seen from tbe exhibition of a few items
of ordinary expenditure for tbe laet five years :.

beta i'mCMMtrvrifea *«.».«
r.intb*) "Orf"'P'ltor .Vfnliofi- of FoMir.«<
Ihptmt*. try. AtMAAMwye. Sjflojs. fi'p'FH.i'fe W $g :«5

M SMS SS K18*8 86,087 30.764 161.999 "7.164 94.103
Ibe Croton Aqueduct Department has, in tbe reeent

completion of tbe great reservoir and its connections,
secured what was wanting to the perfection of the grand
¦ortea of werka of whlob New York >¦ *o Justly proed.The collection of the rente, derived from tbe privilegeef using the water for domestic and manufacturing pur
pooea, » given to mis department. This souree of city
revenue is appropriated, aa above stated, to the "finkingFund for the payment of the interest on ihe city debt,"of which a > onsideiable portion woe incurred o build-
og the aqueduct and other molly u«rks older charge of

m C*nwilOM IM IM« y«M*MMw

MM $M1,U3 MM .SMSiMM TO.690 MM TO.TO
MM TO,342 «M,MS
MSI 734,732 TOMS

MM 733.632 MS3,mk... I3S.MS
Tto reoaipta to ISM. Um nooM jnar of tto organ ixn-
IM«IM MirtMM.wri toS.Ml,.»1» increase
la MSS over18M44MM_} recommend that Um trap Moek pavemsil to adopt**
la all streets hereafter to to psv*d, «M Mai il to laid
down aa rapidly aa possible thiiiM""' TO .®Ur* bwl'
aa«aaciioo. Ibe street* otherwlee caoaol to property
elaaaad, while by bearing off tto aail la tto spring, aad
tto immense traffic m iba section alluded to, eadjaaal
repair* are render#*oecsssary. Another reesc-""."*
apaady adaption of Mia unproved pavement la
palloa «r aa many alreetaby IMaa of oil* rallr
pecmtly tto so-celiS gridiron road, wMfc will
maay of Um narrow atrwl* alsnont ImpastoMe for canmg
uuican Una paved luaigbt boeip>dleaf, la viow oflto
general benefit lo to derived Iron tbtt improvement,
that tto creation of a fund be authorised, aa for tto
wtorvas, euffloient at one# to per* all tto atreeia not al¬
ready pared in tto nanner be ow Fourteenlb street, eo
aa to secure tto sanitary aad ecoeeailcal advantages re¬
sulting without Ines of time.

It Is a nutter of regret that tto auaaeresa experiments
for Impr <ving the pavement of Broadway abould have
failed, That ttoranybfare eootinues to to dnagarous,
from tbe slippery surfaces of tbe blocks, and I would sug¬
gest to the Comnano Council tto expediency of Immedi¬
ately passing aa ordinance for relaying tbe pavement In
recUoos at tto aarileal practicable opportunity.
Tto charge of cleaning tbe ¦treats and reaooviog tto

asbee and other refuse matter, caused by a large end
densely crowded population, belongs to the 'Bureau of
Hnattary Inopaettoa aad Street Cleaning," in tbe City In¬
spector's Department. Tto expenses or ibis department
continue to form one of tbe heaviest items in tbe bill of
taxation. Any expendllura fairly incurred will be cheer¬
fully borne if tbe desired and cna be accomplished- 1
would suggest as a means of economy that tbe police per¬
form tto duties of Inspectors, and make daily rsports of
tto ooodilion of tbe streets.

It is a matter of surprise that tbe manure of tbe streets
should yield so email a revenue, and this can only to ac
countad for on tbe ground of a radical defect m tto mtoo
adopted for its disposition, lto easy means of tflK-
portattoo afforded by tbe axlsadsfi water .to* of tto May
and tbe navigable streams communicating'ae* advantages
not possessed by many cities where tbe refuse or tbe
streets forms a source of revenue nearly or quite equal
to tbe expeaae of cleaning tbem. The question occurs
whether a contract can be made without Impoverishing
tbe contractor beforehand by absorbing bis capital to
satisfy corrupt and designing persons, and if be can be
bold to a sufficiently rigid standard of performance
Tbe expenses of street cleaning and the salaries of

tbe City Inspector's Itopartment ror tto tost three years
are:.

Street Cleaning. fkilat iet.
. 1861.$270,711 $112,681

1862 270,600 118,766
186 3 426,390 113.460

An Immense wboleeaie business is carried on at
Washington market, estimated at over twenty millions
of dollars annually. The large concourse of wagons and
vohloles durtbg market hours, and tbe removal of tbe
population northward, call for the establishment or whole¬
sale markotB at other points, wboro tbero would be less
obstructions and easier access for the mass of consumers.

XHXTTOIHS.
Tbe establishment of abattoirs, strongly urged by Mayor

Woodhull in 1849, bes boon recently revived, and I am In¬
formed that a company is already prepared to offer a plot
ia tbe|Nineteentb ward of this city to be occupied ror this
purpose. I am opposed to locating them on the Island, as
its entire area must bef rs many years to required for
dwellings, when, if not now, the abattoirs will bo regard¬
ed as nuisances. All slaughter bousos must conform to
tho sanitary jogulatiuna of tbe city, and the occupants'
own interest demands that they abould not infringe
such roles. The many complaints made to
rormer years against tbe keeping of milch cows and
dairies within lbs city, have drivem tbem beyond these
limits snd on the lines or railroad leading thereto. Aioug
these roads and et e suitable distance, locations ror tbe
slaughtering of animals and tbe manufactories connected
therowith will be found. An ordinance embodying all
that Is neefnl In tto construction end regulation of tbe
Parisian abatrolia, with oar abundant supply of wattr.
would secure every needful reform without compelling
tbe city to aasnme rssponalbllitieabeat loft to individual
enterprise.
Tbe etty M fortnnate in possessing a locality so wall

adapted for tto convenient arrangement of tto buildings
required for tbe variono classes of Inmates under cberge
of the Commissioners of f'hsrltlss and Correction. The
number of all classes during tbe l**t week of tbe year
just ended was 6,277, and tbe uumber of families that
received partial aid during tne ynar was about 2.000
The Commissioners call for an appropriation of $700,000
tor 1864, and out of It design to establish a now institu¬
tion at a cost of $40,000 for tbe reception cf inebriate*.

fbe State Institution designed for lb- protection of
emigrants arriving at this port, is to some extent ana
logous to tto lost named Commission. It is, however,
not supported by funds drawn from tax payers. Tbe totsi
number of arrivals during tbe pan year was 156,848,
being an increase of 80,667 over tbe year 1862

In common with the other branches of public adminis¬
tration, tbe system of education, though gratifying in its
general results, is such as to render desirable any modifi¬
cation wbicb may dtmioisb tbe expense. Tbe plea of a
Board for the city and local boards in each ward Is need¬
lessly complex, and tbe latter might, in mr opinion, be
dispensed with.
Daring tbe teu years,from 1861 to 1802, inclusive, the
cltr has contributed to the State for schools.$6,661,626

While tbe apportionment to New York city was 1,830,711
Retained for the .state schools $1,786,816Tbe total number of children Instructed by or receiving
benefits from tbe city school fund was. Siirlai the lee* ,

year, 197,000. <

Tbe police, on# or tto subjects to to included in the
communication to tbe oinmon Council, fbe propriety
of the Mayor being included la tto Commission appears
to to undeniable, and tbe exclusion was tbe result e: ac
Dial or apprehended abuses of a political character The
Mayor, a* tbe law now stands, should have a limited
number of officers detailed under bis immediate Ulfec
hoc, to enforoe tbe city ordinances. The expenses of the
Department are indeed large: but tbe salaries or tto force
abs rb almost tba whole appropriation, and in the mat-
ter of supplies and stationery a degree of economy is ob¬
served worthy of tbe imitation of tbe City Department
proper.
One of the most prominent features connected with tbe

ointment and improvement or tbe oily is tbe Central
Dark, wbicb Is laid out. managed and governed by au
independent Board of Commissioners The lower sec
tiou of tbe Park is now *o far completed as to con¬
duce greatly to the pleasure and emoyment of theciti-
wns, and ample means of recreation are afforded to
tbe youth of tbe metropolis at all seasons. In the
divers ponds and other sources or innocent dlversiou.
Tbe part of the Park now in course of improvement is
that between 106th snd 110th sirens. Fight miles of
carriage roads, live miles of bridle paths and twenty
miles of foot walks are now open to tbe public. The tax
able valuations of tbe three,wards adjacent have lorrei-ed
from 1866 lo 1862 $27,000,000 due lo a considerable ex-
tenj to tbe opening of the Park. Tbe cost or this Im
provdmenti, iijuding land, up to 1st of Jauuary, 1863.
was $7,373,426
Tbe proper regulation of the city railroads is a matter

of publto interest in a city like New York, where a Urge
portion or tbe po|<uMt*°D 11 compelled to use Ibis means of
conveyance to and from their placet of dally avacation
These companies,enjoying a valuable franchise and pay¬
ing little for the use of tbe streets In comparison to tbe
revenue derived therefrom, while they increase to ma¬
terially tbe exponas of cleaning and repairing, should be

JOjW|jKgtt'aS is&i'5
orttn at tto local population reasonably demand: ndt
abould they be permitted to use a rail endangering either
life or property.
The enormous amount paid in salaries to tbe persons

employed in tbe city departments has been a constant
theme 6f remonstrance on the pan of tne cltlreos, and
has bean alluded to with emphatic condemnation by
several of my predecessors. At this moment another
large increase Is celled ror, tbe pretext for which is tto
high price of all tto neceesartes of life. Thif would seem
to be tbe lime for reireocbmlut rather than prodigality.
Tbe producing classes are stagg ring under a weight «r
taxation never before imagined ae possible, and though
the condition of tbe city official la entitled to due constd
eration, be Is far totter ofl than most other classes In the
community, although his salary may no longer supply
what II did In previous years. The number of parsons
living from tbe public treasury has contributed to swell
tbe burdens eg taxaiioo, more even tbao the large amount
of individual salaries. If the oorps of office holders were
under tbe centrol of a single body, tbeir talents and labors
eould be employed to better advantage than now The
clerical aid required In a single city department will
nearly suffice to perform the business in all tbe others in
addition lo its own. Thus It Is that the ioduence of a
false tod corrupting party spirit baa worked out results
injurious to the public and entailing reproach on popular
inetttuttonr.
Tto Dumber of vahtele* uaed la tbe transportation or

mercnaodiee through the city baa not only increased, but
large and heavy trucks have recently been introduced,]drawn by two borees I am of tbe opinion that tbe ordi-
nam es relative to tne llcenelng of vehicles should be re
vised, and that all, whettor used ror hire or employed m
the owner's business, should to subjected to its provi¬
sions A limit should to fixed a* regards tto sire of
trucks, ana a discrimination mad# between tbe larger
and smaller descriptions of vehicles. Tbe prices charged
by all carriers, Including expressman, might also, with
proo.Iely.be reviewed, and it should be mads tbe as-
psclal duty of the policemen detailed sa inspectors to see
that backs and coaches contain tto tariff of ferea in view
of tto passengers.
Tbe city government Is on* of the points to which the

charter colls tbe attenitoo of lb* Mayor in shaping bis
communication to tto Common Council More than
twenty years ago ooe of my predecessor* < omplained of
tto encroachments of tbe Bute government. Ibere it
left so little to snerooch on that some might consider it
advantageous to abolish altogether tto oily government
and transfer tho seat of administration to Altmoy. It is
there that the miproprlatloan ore finally determined, tne
tenure of office fixed, and tbe question derided who sbatl
snd who shall not live upon tbe prooeeds of city taxation
At an earlier period, when tbe Common council was

vested with executive as sell as legislative powers, and
tbe heads of tbe several municipal departments were
altogether dependent, the system was unsulted to the
wants of a great city. Now tbe oppoelte extreme has
been reached, and tbe Common Council, while oomporatlvely powerless to ebeck an extravagant official, maycompel an bonsai one to expenditures he disapproves.The Mayor Is In a oondKKm of sill! greater embarrass¬
ment. His power over improiier or imprudent legislationamounts to ss little ss when a mere majority eoald
a resolution over bis veto, lo be of any avail the veto of
the Mayor should} to ahsc'ute, sod if such a tower a e

S«fJMm objectionable m aceonat of tbs oppertuaity >t
¦i|bl afford * bM man to use II far corrupt purposm. the

tect at present la squally unsound !¦ practical results
fho Mayer m laiboory ralraatsd withksuporvisloa

orsr lbs sxscuilrs ffputatnu, but ibal supervisory
action wbicb is exorted orsr officers completely inds-
pinilsnt la a nullity iCvery eilizco baa SdMl power to
asaasina and supervise. All lbs executtvgffisparimeats
art tadopsndeal of tbs oootrot of thd Mayas tad Comntcu
Council, and only respoasibla to lbs State authorities
Tbs estrone point of die aaloo bas boon reached. Kach
todlridual portion of Ibo city gevernmest is violated acd
otendn apart a sovereign in itself rbe Mayor may call
o« tbo dopartments to report to him tbolr acta, but tboy
may do so or not at tbetr pleasure lis may enter bis
protest against tbo legislative acta of tbs Common Coun¬
cil or the Supervisors, bat tbo result will probably bo
only to swell tbo bills lor printing bis objections in lbs
newspapers
Tbo Mayor In ompelled to affix bis gains (o multitudin¬

ous ilosnsas, warrants and official papers, but his Outers
tioaary powers are extremely limned. Mis office Is tbs
reaert of these seeking for advice and redess Ho may
give tha one, but be ceo seldom afford Lbs otber.
A eorlous burden has bass laid on tbe tax payera in

consequence ef the disturbances wbicb followed tbo en-
foreement of tbo Coneorfptlen act I do not purpoee an
analysis of the cau.tct whleh lighted these flame* It la
aufflcianC to say tbat tbe loss cauead by tbe destruction
of property must by law fall on tba community at larga.
and like tbe present calamitous war, as beastly on tbe
ianooaot as on tbe guilty

In assuming my present duties ) base sedulously ab¬
stained from all expression or opinion on (be exciting
topics of political discussion. 1 claim Iberigbt in com
toon with all my felkMv cftl/ens to tbe enjoyment of my
opinion on all these questions, bnt my official action and
cause will be confined exclusively to muaicipal affairs and
the welfare of tbe city, TO combat corruption and fraud
and prevent by mr Influence end In every honorable way
n continuance of those abuses wbicb bave been perpe¬
trated oo tbe rights and patience of the public will bo my
constant endeavor. 1 entertain the bone tbat I may sc¬
ours your co operation to this end, and thus with you ob¬
tain tbe approval of my fellow citizens.

0. OODFHFY GUNTHKR.
tua in in or us nmnnop biches

1 ba Mayor sent in tbe loiiowing respecting tbe death
of Archbishop Hughes .

Mayor's O, mcs, New Yore, Jan. 4,1664.
To tbs Hoxorabi k run i'ommox Coi xcii .
Gextlkmkv.a dispensation of our Heavenly Father,

wbicb wilt plunge thousands of our tellow citizens la
grief, constrains me to call to yonr official notice tbe de¬
mise of tbe Illustrious Archbishop Hughes. It is not that
au eloquent and exalted prelate bas passed away, but in
bis death <>ur country bas lost an eminent citizen and
pure patriot. For this we may mingle our tears with
those bound by tbe most sacred ties to tbe departed, and
remember, in tbe words of another greet and eloquent
preacher, tbat "God alone Is great." Death bus quen -bed
tbe fire of bis genius, but bas no powor over nis virtues.
Mlndfnl of tbese and of tbe distinguished public services
or tbe deceased, tbe representatives of tbe city will, I
am sure, accord to bis memory tbe tribute of tbeir grati¬
tude and respect. c. GODFREY QUNTHER, Mayor.
Alderman 1 ox moved that the communication be re¬

ferred to a special committee of five, whereupon the
President appointed Aldermen Fox, McCooi, Farley, I.ong
and Shannon.
Tbe Board tboa adjourned till Monday next, at two

o'clock.
Tbo following are tbe names or tbe Aldermen of tbe

new Board .John Fox, Morgan Jones (new member),John T. Henry, Jamee MeMabon (new member), Jubu
McCooi, Josopb .Shannon (new member j, Charles J. (Jblpp,
Peter McKnigbt (new member), Lewis R. Ryers, George
A. Jeremiah, John Hardy, Bernard Kelly (new member),
Peter Mastersoo, Jobn D. Ottlwell, Terretoe Farley, Jucob
M. Long.
Toe Fifteenth district Is vacant by tbe deatb of Alder¬

man Froment.
Tbe members are all democrats except Alderman Ottl¬

well, republican.

Board of Cowndlmen.
ORGANIZATION OP TBB BOARD FOR TBI VRAM 1864.

MR. JAME8 HAYKB, OP 7HB FOURTEENTH WARD,
RLBOTBD PRESIDENT.NAMES OP THB MEMBERS.
THE MAYOR'S MESSAGE RECEIVED, BTC.
At twelve o'clock yesterday John A. Towle, the Second

Clerk, called to order tbemembeoief the Board or Counoil-
mea for the year 1644.
Betoeo read the certificate of election of the Clerk of

the Commoo Council, and as eaeb member's name waa
called they took their seals, l» the following order .
James Hayes, John Healy, Patrick H. Keenan, Charles
Riley, Michael Bropby, Edwin M. Bagerty, Samuel T-
Webster, Jeremiah HeObrman, John Ryan, Michael O.
Grose, Frederick Repi>er, Charles Koeter, John Houghta-
lio, GeorgeScbaffor, Wm. 8. Opdyke, John G. Haviland,
Daniel R. Jaqnes, George McGratb, John Brlce, Wm.
Joyce, Patrick Roaaell, David Fitzgerald, Valentine Cook
and Alexander Brandon.
Of these alt are democrats except Messrs. Wm. S. Op-dykeand David R. .laquea.
On hxHIon or Mr. webstbr, Mr. Brioe was elected um .

porary chairman.
Mr. Grom then offered a resolution that Mr James

Hayes be elected President of the Board for the year
ISM, and that Mr James M. Sweeny, the present Clerk,and bis assletahts. be continued In offioe.
The resolution was unanimously adopted.
Messrs Haviland and Opdyke were than appoiuted a

special committee to conduct Mr. Hayes to the Presi¬
dent's chair.
Mr. Harm, on taking bis seat, said .Gentlemen or the

Hoard of councilman.l tender yon my sincere thanks for
tbe honor you have conferred on me this day in having
elected mo as your presiding officer for tbe eosnlng year"I shall endeavor to discbarge toe duties of the office rairlysnawai /Ai.*.<'aaila. la itw at Aiim #wujf>aiiflii dW tap rMiloiAl
term to merit the same approvkf whlcnwa* Accorded lo
my predecessor J
Messrs Houghtailn, Jaqeer and Cook were appointed a

c mmittee to watt on the Mayor and inform him that tbe
Hoard bad organized, and would receive any communica¬
tion he bad to transmit.

Messrs. "randon, Keenan and Webater were appointed
a committee to wait on tbe Board of Aldermen for e simi¬
lar purpose.
Mr Hbalt moved that tbe rulea of tbe Board of t'oun

ctlmeu for tbe year 1863 be Mic miss of tbe present Hoard
until otherwise ordered Adopted.
Mr Itrsscu. moved that when tbe Board adjourn it do

so to meet on Monday next at one o'clock. Adopted.
the two committees returned aud reported that the

Mayor and Board of Aldermen Would communicate with
thorn in a short time.
A committee from tbe other branch of the Common

Council, consisting of Aldermen Jones, shannon and Ottl-
well, nt this time entered and informed President Heyeathat they bad been commissioned to report to him the
organization of their Board, and tbeir ability to proceed
at once to btwlneei.

President Hayes thanked them lor tbeir courtesy, and
through them tbe Board of Aldermen, when the commit
tee bowed themselves out.
On motion of Mr. HocoeValin, a recess was tbeu takeo

for ball an hour
AFTER RECESS.

At the expiration of tbe half hour tbe Board again came
to order, and tbe reeding of the Mayor's message wucommenced.
Mr. Haokbiy moved that the further reeding be die

paused with, end that it be referred to tbe Committee on
Printing and Advertising, and alee be printed In tbe
minutes. Adopted.
Tbe re|>ort# from tbe beads or tbe departments not bav-

iog been received, and there being no other busioees to
transact, tbe Board, en motion of Mr. Rsi rn, adjourned.

Board of lapirvliori.OROAMZATIOVf 6f THB NEW BOARD.ELECTION OP
WM. M. TWEED At PRESIDENT, BTC.

Tbe Board of Supervisors met yeeterdey at ooon for or*

gaoi7ation, Supervisor Little iu tbe cbalr.
On mot too Jibe Board proceeded to ballot/or permanent

President for tbe present year, and William M. Tweed re-
ielred the unanimous vote of all tbe other members.

After being conducted to tbe cbslr be spoke as fol¬
lows
DSMLIMK.V.1 accept tbe i oeitlon of presiding officer ot

tbie Board with thank! ulnevs to you for tbe honor coo*
ierrod upon me. But In accepting I feel that yon have
pat upon me an onerous. Important and delicate duty,
wbtcb 1 will endeavor to discharge as faithfully and Im
i-irtlally as possible. I trust that whenever I fall short 1
will receive your kind forbearance and Indulgence,
aud that the proceedings will be as they have over been.
Uarmontoue mod united. Tbe grave responsibilities now
resting on us make it more important tbao ever that we
.bould work harniooiously together. Tbe groat question
uf avoiding tbe draft in ibis county la ooe which will
avrtkeo tbe attention of this Hoard, as well as of ail the
friends of law, order and good government U is Im¬
portant both to the city -<nd county government of New
York. I beve no doubt that if w e are al'owed to go on as
we have hitherto been proceeding we win he able to pro¬
cure our quota of recruits Tor toe county. I have uo
doubt that our capitalists wlli subscribe money enough
liberally to enable u« to contluue paying bounties, and
tbat wu will bave funds enough to pay all who volunieer.
rhe payment of tbeeitlzens lor their losses is an ther
important subject. Mauy who suffered by the riote
lost ail tbat they had been tbeir lifetime aoonraulating,
till tbey had surrounded tbomseives with all tbe comforts
of life Tbe liberal manner in which tbe Board is dealing
with these people is also meeting tbe approval and con
curreiiee ot capitalists, and there is no doubt that we will
be able to nee that all are paid
The speaker then went on to urge tbe necessity of

economy, and to state that the main part of tbe expenses
of last year waa incurred la raising troops for tbe govern¬
ment, to help in the suppression of tbe rebellion.
on motion, tbe clerks of tbe Board were re-elected, and

also tbe Sergeant at-Arms.
A committee wan next appointed to Inform tbe Mayor

of tbe organization of the Board, and to inform bins that
they were nsadyjo receive any communication be might
have to and. The Mayor replied that he would commu I
Dtcatn with them at bin earliest convenience.
The Board then adjourned till Tuesday next.

Honors to Rx«Mayer Opxtyke.
RECKrTION AT THB AflTOR HOUSE. SPEECH OF TflR

RX-MAYOR, SIC., BTC.
Ex-Mayor Opdyke waa yesterday afierno a received

by his friends at tbe Aster House, on the occasion of bis
retirement from office. A splendid dinner waa prepared
and firafutla's band discoursed One mnsic. Sumo three
bundled persona eat down to dinner. Among those pre
aent wern Hnfna F Andrews, tsq., Richard linefeed,
F»i Rev Dr. thai io, Brigadier (Dcsiai I chart Wnrd.

Colonel Farnbaae, }*mm U Tta»p»i, EW-; J*!"
Utbrep and »*.*>#., ***** rwfMBt, cbet Engl
iMI D**er and a Mi» ef olhert. Tbi pool things pro
Tided be ta properly 4«P«"<> *. *' cbMlM * sP,nc#r'
en behalf of ibe frlfn4e el e* Mayor Opdyke. made e

kogiby addntt qo*te cc®pI:ttioliff lo *&... gentle-
nao-
Mr. Ciamns.*.! am quite OTerwbtlmed by your

genercua words. For jour too flattering oo»mond»tioo
of my public services, I beg you lo Moept my baarueit
(banks. And toeeebof my friends Hd fellow cltlaens
wbo bare mot bore to iom to tbte greeting, I tender mygrateful acknowledfmeute. 1 ooouid be most callous if
I failed to appreciate profouodfy tocb a kind receptionfrom Iboee wbo«e friendly efforts were eo instrumental
in placioi me in tbe bonorable office I bave jnet vacated,
your cordial |reetio| comes, too, at tbe most fllting
time It meetame at Ibe threshold, o» ray return to
private lite, where your generons expressions of confl.
deooe cannot fall to give a keener aesl lo the happiness I
feel el being relieved from official cares. If tbo maimer
lo wbich 1 nave performed ray official duttea. as Ch e.
Magistrate of this great city, it is not my province to
speak, but that oi others to determine. 1 1h°|*tbat the general verdict will bo aa favorab-easiy
have just pronounced, because yours is tbeparualve. dietfsswis# siipowers are in no degree commensurate
results which the public expect from Its proper aorafoistr.Uoo To be* effective in
reform It is absolutely essential that ita poweis
should bo mcreescd. I eatereduponltsdml^with a determination to exercise whatever
power and Influence it o^«red In upb^i^ tbeintereets
and honor ol tbo city and tbe nation. Tbeso are trio leaa
Ins objects tbat 1 kept constantly In view during my en¬
tire term of office. 1 felt, as ell must feel, that they are
indissolubly united. % Wo know that the disruption of tbe
Union would bo a ratal blow to the foture ^jjrth sod
nroaoeritv of the city; and we also know that whatever
disbonor may beral tba nation, or wbataver injury may
be Inflicted on the cause of popular Bov,®.men,Vb.y ? [f lnure to crush out the slaveholders' rebellion, will be folt in
lta greatest iutenaity in this, tbo commercial emporium
of tbe Union. Impressed with tbeee views, I have, oni all
proper occasions, employed every means atmfiJ""®**"1to strengthen the bands or the general government. Be-
sides recommending such municipal action as seemed to
me coodiicive to this end.wbioh it Is but Just to say has
oeaerallv met the prompt affirmative response of the£o^£ooC»onoll-I have exerted whatever of tnliuenoemy
position gave to stimulate the rientlraeiitof l^ktism.and to weaken the ties of party, so that tho cltixens ¦or
New York might stand together as one man In WW®'1
of the government In Its efforts to suppress the rehelllom
When wo consider that twotblrds of the voters of tht»
city opposed the election of those by whom the govermment Is now administered; and wbon we consider also that
tho controlling influence of this city as the centre o'
meroe*and wealth radlatos by means of tbo metropolitan
proas to every portion of tho country, it will be seentbat
wo cannot overoatimate the importance of lta""J**?'"nating party to patriotism. SocD, I am happy to belie \ o,
haa been the case at all times since the war commenced,
unless the disgraceful outbreak of July last constitutes
an exception. You, sir, have re'errod In appropriate
terms to that foul blot on tho fair famo of this city. With
your permission I will say a lew words ^ vindication of
those in authority who were charged with a want of
efflciencv in their etlorts to suppress the riot. It is
known t>o you alt that It occurred in the
AnttrA ornmzed military force.. condition of things TorwhlSKiMrfls responsible, the order having been
given by the Governor of tho State, who Is commander-
ra chief; Urgent as was the necessity for these troops at
tts thektro of warto aid in repelling the Ihvasion ol
Maryland and Pennsylvania, I deemed It unsafe, in the
then condition of ths public mind, to leave this city with
out a single regiment for its protection, and to declaredSt tbe time

*
lhoy were all sent, however, and

tbe outbreak ensued. Tbe moment 1 beard of its
¦xintence and tbat It bad overpowered the po-
hm mrce sent to quell It, I

j
summoned

to my officepiajor GeneralsWool and Bandford, and placed
m their »«¦""<¦ reqalslUfl&a to call out all the militaryun^tSTir r^yCSSve commands toaldtapuUlhg
it down reqoeetlng them at the same time to exercise alliMMibio promptitude and vigor, aa these were known bynS?Sii iwnrfi to be tbe only safe methods of dealing with a

were "perfect harmony with those!?mmi»iiotI hv Generals Wool and Bandford, wbo prompt-!2£££iU>S?£&m out Meanwhile General WoolMd^mvsoir knowing the utter insufficlenoy of our mill-"v^rS2^ pr«=^r«» * .*»* telegrams and msssageeI^ih«TC^MMr\ard.to Washington, to the Governors of
New Yorkand New JerwyTto Newark. West Point,end
to everv other place where we had reasonable hope of
Drocurtag troowTProm that hour until tbe riot was putSown.in otherwords, irom Its beginning
know of no one In authority who failed In the perform-S^ht. Whole duty. Beeldee the efllcleut eervlcee of

nuiitu*v and the police, 1 found my own efforts ablyS^dPdbv the beads or department, under the city^EAmeM by ^mherTTtbs CommonCouncil
and tbe Board of Supervisors. In fact, It was largely
¦i i,a to the support given by tbeee gentlemen to the
rianrouB policy I bed requested tbe military autborltlsamSe thkt that policy was adhered to until the ar-
rival of Governor Seymour wbo superseded me'BftB.thoritv so lar as the State militia were concerned.mithai we were thus saved rrom divided connclis, whichl£taht have resulted most dleastrooaly to the city. I
donbt If aDy other riot of such a formidable character has
¦wn aunDreseed by euch slander means and with so little
lossofH& andproperty I'or myself. 1 can say that
while 1 waa not fanorant of my personal danger, from the
fact that my official poettion nod my well
to the government made mo the special object or the
rkWen baiVed. I never shrank from the asst.
... responsibility or the performance of any duty thatm/MM dominded. If, a« one of our dafiy journals

to ma action on matters purely municipal, I must abide
i ifiTtTail of which, »s of all things relating to my
official acts, you have spoken with too much kindness
and partiality. Sir, you have made acme allusion*
tothe^iture tbat it Would be improper for me to pass
over in silence. While I most cordially thank you, and
those for whom vou speak, for your kind anticipations in
my behalf, 1 desire to say for myself that I hare no such
.xoectatloni or aspirations. Raving suoceeded In main¬
taining the good opinion of my friends through a term of
two years, aa high and responsible office mypolitica
ambition Is quite satisfied. Bo assured. Iwwavor, that I
shall not lose my Interest in the weffare of the city that
has honored me with its chief magistracy, nor in our
State and national governments. 1 believe our P01'*^*1institutions dispense choicer blessings than-have resulted
from any other form of government known among men,
and so long as I live they shall have my best eilorts for
their maintenance. In conclusion, permit me to renew
to yon and to all who bave honored me by their i roecoo®
here today, my cordial thinks for tbe wenn-neerted
welcome given me on my retirement (rom oiuce.
Speeches were tbeu made by Recorder Uofftnan, Street

Commissioner Cornell, Rleharfl Busieed, Esq., Col. Ism
bsm, L>evld Dudley Field, Admiral Farragut. Dr. G F.
Woodruff end others. The cuter talnments of the occasion
cloeed A about five o'olock.

The Raw City Government or Brooklyn.
ORGANIZATION 0# THE BOARD OF ALDERMBN.

The Board of Aldermen trae orgaaiied laat evening by
the election of a Preatdent for the ensuing year, and a
number of minor officers, whose terms had expired. The
democrats, having a majority of one, In consequence of
the resignation of Alderman Nodyne, of the Tenth wara,
carried everything, and thus secured the central of the
city government (the Mayor excepted) for the neat
twelve months.
Aa usual on such occasions, the Council Chamber was

crowded with spectators, while a number of officials occu¬

pied the space within the ralllogs, all interested In the
offices about to be dlstributedfamong the faithful few.
Considerable alteration bad been made in the Interior

of &e clamber with the view of atyommodating the ad¬
ditional member from the Twentieth ward. Instead of
one row or seats two have been provided, bringing the
members more in front of the presiding officer, in which
respect It is an improvement.
Alderman WaiuACB. of the Third ward, oooapled the

chair, and called the Board to order, when a committee
was appointed to conduct the new Mayor. Ron. Alfred M.
Wood to the platform of the prealding officer, and Alder,
man Wallace retired.
The first business in order was the election of e Presi¬

dent. which resulted in the choice of Alderman Tunis V.
lalmage, of the Fightn ward, by eleven voles against
eight cast for Alderman George H. Fisher, of the Nine
Ittoth ward.

1 he Preaident returned thanks to the Board in a ueat
address, when the Mayor read his Inaugural message, In
which be makes a oomiter of suggeatlona and recom-
tr.o .dalioua, with the view of improving the condition of
the city, especially In regard to the streetsHlamps, wells
and pumps, Ac. He refers to the city Water Works, and
ahows the necessity or constructing an additional main
from the reservoir into the city; also auggesttog that the
number of Water CemmisstoBere be reduced to two. lie
speaks in commendable terms of the improvement In
streets and avanues now in processor widening and or.
nainentntion, recommends the inhatltntion of the Deigian
pavement for the cobble stone, and thinks the city lamps
should be lighted all night the year round, instea i of
only when the moon Is not shining as at present, itc re¬
commends the construction of an ample public market,
s|«aka »f the local military organizations in commendable
terms, and prAtsos their usefulness. The Fire Depart-
meat, now divided between the (Astern and Western
districts, he suggests should be consolidated luto one,
and the number of Apparatus reduoad, so aa to bring the
axi ensea within the appropriations Died by law. The

Bailee force be deema numerically inadequate lor the
usiness expected of them, and recommends an increase.
He dwells at leugtb upon various matters »f minor im¬
portance, and concludes by patriotically recommending,
aa a duty paramount above all others, the unconditional
support of the general government by providing men and
means for the prosecution of the war, to the end that the
rebellion may be speedily crnsbod and an early retura to

Union, peace sod harmony realised.
Alter referring dlflerenl port.ons of th- mee-sge t°

various committees the Board proceeded in the election
ot the following officers,.

/.rttut-nt.Tunis v. lalmage.
Cify Cl'rk~Henry Mctloekey
ffrattt Offit irr-Dr. J. Ti ftnes.
Cl rk if 'A« tfeit.fr.J. Harren.
Intf-Jor tt Pavtmmtt.Western District,Christopher

Uewuel aetero District, J. limtnee.
*.<!Uriof Wttgkbtmi ADtvucs.Western Dtstrlot, Ml

».aei Muilady, Michael Mcticwan, Fastera District, f.
Harden. I on s Bundsn.

Ketpo- rf City /lilt.J. A. Flanagan Alt elant, TbomeeMoGutre
Mtsunger tf :ke Hoard.John McCano.
Kttper vf City /'ark.J. < urapbell.
*t>p4> of Wathingicn Fori.G.orge Dougherty.
Mnyinter r,f CiIm //all.T Ward.
JCctptr of Hamilton AuKuptr of Hamilton Aunu* Briiiot.J. AnglSTO.
Kttptr of litnth Strtet llridge.f. Seaman.
/'oumlmatltrt.Kleveulb ward, P. Trimble; Elfbibward, J Condon; Eastern District, J. Bowrtnf.
Dudmaiteri.Eastern District, Owen Donnelly, Sooth

Seventh street, J. Weaver.
Tbls concluded the busiuess for the evening, and the

Board adjourned for one week.

THE SHENANDOAH VALLEY.
The Rebels Reported to be Advancing Up
the Valley.Oeneral Kellcjr Prepared
for Them.No Attack ha Yet oa the Bal¬
timore and Ohio Railroad, dtc.

OVtt SPECIAL WASHINGTON DISPATCH.
Washinuton, Jan. 4,1844

A despatch received bere from a reliable source state*
tbat tbe rebel General Early, with three brigades of
Ewell's ci rps, perhaps five thousand in nil, besides the
forces of tmbodeu, McNeil and other rebel regulars, and
also Fitzbugh i.ee'a cavalry, are in the Shenandoah valley
and west of It towards Petersburg.
No demonstrations have as yet barn made upon tbs

Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and none w believed to be
Imminent.
Brigadier General Sullivan and General Averill, under

tbe command of General Kelley,are In good force and
wide awako.
No property on tbe road is unduly exposed, and pas¬

senger and freight trains are running regularly, subject
to no military interruptions whatever.

THE PBESS DESPATCH.
Washington, Jan. 4,1864.

Tbe rumors of tho enemy 's designs and operations In
the Shenandoah valley are exaggerated. Fltzhugh Leo's
cavalry, perhaps ono thousand strong, supported by
Early's throo meagre brigades on root, with lmbodon and
other local leaders with detachments, numbering ail told
six or sevon thousand men, ere near Woodstock and
Mount Jackson, and make an occasional dash as far north
as Winchester. Tbe latost indications point to tbe Moore-
held valley, if not west of the mountains, as their
scene of operations. Certainly tboy have not appeared
as yet in sight or the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, tho
trains or which are runolng regularly and successfully
with large quantltioe o( freight and many passengers.
Tbe beet evidence of official confidence in tbe seourity of
the route is tho sending of Important detoohmonts over It.

MEADE'S ARMY.
Cavalry Recoanoluane« to Frosat Royal.
No Enemy Discovered.Expedition to
Rectortoern.Col. Sasaltk's Exploit, d«.

MR. WILLIAM YOUNQ'g DISPATCH.
armt or nn Potomac, Jan. 4,1M4.

Gregg's cavalry division, under tbe command of Col.
Taylor, of the First Pennsylvania regiment, |left on tbe
1st Inst, for tbe purpose of making a reconnoiasance to
Front Royalj taking on their horses three days' rations and
forage. Owing to the condition of tbe roads the artillery
attaobed to the division oouid proceed no further than
Warrenton. The command returned today, having tra¬

velled ninety miles during tbe three days' absence, and
eocoontered severe deprivations in consequence of the

intensely cold weather; hoi nb enemy was discovered.
Owing to the depth of tbe Shenandoah river no attempt
was made to cross it.
A few days previous to tbe departure of the division on

this reconnoiasance an expedition was sent to Rector
town, commanded by Lieut. Col. Koeler, of the First New
Jersey cavalry, which captured at Rectortown two hun¬
dred new rebel uniforms anil two or three rebel officers.
The recent expedition of a portion of Uregg's cavalry,

under Colonel smith, of the Ftrat Maine, to Luray and
other pointa in tbe Shenandoah valley, was so successful
in its results that General Pieaeanton addressed a very
complimentary communication to Colonel Smith In rela¬
tion to It. Ss much active service bee thle division had
lately that It haa not yet had an opportunity to so

through the forms of rc-eollstmont; but nearly three
fourths or the command have slgntOed thejr intention to

go In for three years more. It is somewhat singular that
In lorantry regiments nearly all the men who carry the
musket bsvs rt enlisted, while tboee on detacbod service
in the quartermasters' end commissaries' departments,
and acting aa olsrks in other capacities, do not And tbe
army sufficiently attractive to enter upon another three
yoars' term. Tbe fighting boys are bound to see tbe end
or tin war, or le oaortOos tbtir own Uvea for tbe reetora-
tion and porpetuation of the Colon.
General Alexander Haye». of the Third division, Second

oorpe, returned to bis command to-day, alter an absence
on furlough.
Three or four inches of snow have fUien to-day, and to.

morrow oracker boxes and pins boughs will become Im¬
provised sleighs. and tbe futnags will speed It over the
famous race course of thjt aMman.iors of our two oppos¬
ing armies. Tbe <^4t®Tflatieram.
The convalesce®. CWgdlHTButsUtotee and volun¬

teers daily coming to tMmSyflqtl'ai tbe furloughsd men.

Fight Near Fort Olbsoti.<4uantrell's
Rebels Routed.

Lsavsvwokth, Jan. 4. 1844
Advices from the South say a fight occurred on Decem¬

ber 18, near Fort Gibsm, in tbe Cherokee country, be
tween one thousand rabels, under Qusntrcll, and Colonel
Phillips, of the Indian brigade. The fight lasted several
hours, and resulted in the complete defeat of the rebels,
who scattered in ell directions, leaving fifty killed and
wounded on tbo field. Our loss was small.

Examination of the Chesapeake Pirates.
Dr. Joiur, N. R, Jan. 4,1694.

Tbe examination of Collins, McKlnney sod Seeley,
charged with being ooncerned In tbe Chesapeake aftur,
wis commenced before tbe Police Magistrate this morn¬

ing.
At the outset the counsel for tbo prisoners took excep¬

tion to tbe form of tbo warrant, and contended thai tbe
caee did not come within the provisions of the Extradi¬
tion treaty, as tbo offence was committed on the high
seat, and not within American Jurisdiction. Tbe magis¬
trate reserved judgment on tbese points.
Captain Wlilets' evidence was then taken. He modified

bis first statement as to tbe number of shots fired at him.
He now says there were two or three. In other respects
his evidence Is substantially lbs isms as his published
statement. Tbe examination was adjourned until

Wednesday. Tbe courtroom was crowded with spec¬
tators, but little excitement was shown.

Thr Funeral of Archbishop Hughes.
The arrangements ror the funeral of the late Arch¬

bishop Hughes havo not yet been completed, but It is
understood that they will be of the most imposiog
character.
Tbo remains will be placed In tbe Cathedral, in the mid¬

dle aisle, in front of tbo grand altar, tbls morning, wbere

they will remain in state untilThursdey morning. Mean¬
while the community will have an opportunity of view¬

ing tbe corpse of the late Illustrious prelate.
On Thursday morning, at ton o'clock, the funeral will

take place.
TO THS BINTOR OP TBI HMRALD.

WHJ you oblige tbe friends and admirers of tbe late

Archbishop Hughes by permitting one of them to make a

suggestion to the Catholic people of this city through
your columns' The suggestion is ibis:.That as it has

pleased Almighty God to take from amongst oe our

venerable and revered Archbishop, ws, tbe Catholics of
New York, of all origins, shall (bow onf sympathy with
the general loss, and our filial respect ror tbe memory of
the great prelate who baa pasMd from amongst us, by
closing our several places of business during the time

appointed for tbe funeral, wbtcb will take place on Tmrs-

day next. It will be a very small acknowledgment of
the services tbe illustrious Arcbbisbop bee rendered to

religion, and a mark of tbe deep affliction which big
death bas caused to all. It is hoped that all nationalIxles
will be merged In this demonstration of filial sorrow oo

the part of tbe Catholic* of Sew York.
A CATHOIJC.

TUB ARCHBISHOP OP RALTtMOM.
Tidings from Rome are expected announcing the ap¬

pointment of Ktdbt Reverend Hlebop Wood, cf tbe dio¬
cese of Philadelphia, to tbe trebbieboprtoof Baltimore,
Vacant by the death of tbe lamented Rear**. This Pee

is tho highest In the country. Ite ac/iib'sbcr s toe
president u all Episcopal cou A"


